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helped still further to desolate this afflicted land,—
‘‘ prevailing among all the tribes for over a hundred
leagues around.’”” There is hardly enough Indian
corn for sowing the fields. Fortunately, the Jesuits
have a good supply of corn; and this enables them
to exercise toward the starving Indians a charity that
wins their affection. On the whole, the church has
been strengthened, rather than injured, by these
afflictions. The mission stations have become resi-
dences, and the chapels have been everywhere
enlarged. The Christians are notably more numer-
ous, and even the Infidels are less hostile.

LIV. We here commence the publication of the
Journal des Jésuites,— as its title indicates, a brief rec-
ord, from day to day, of events occurring in the Jesuit
residence at Quebec, and written by the superior in
charge. It is prefaced by an outline of affairs in
Canada, as they existed at the time when Jerome
Lalemant came down to Quebec (September, 1643),
to replace Vimont as superior of the Canadian mis-
sion. The Journal itself commences October 17,
1645, and continues to June 21, 1668, with some gaps
between 1654 and 1656; we shall present its contents
in yearly installments,—the portion given in this
volume embracing September to December, 1645.

The Relations were formal accounts, carefully edited
in Quebec and in Paris, and avowedly published for
the purpose of attracting money and recruits for the
missions of New France; it is to the letters and other
informal documents of the period, that we must look
for side lights with which to illumine the heroic pic-
ture of the Jesuits in New France. Among the mass
of material of this character which will be supplied
in the present series, no document will be more



